
 

 
United Presbyterian Church 
229 North 28th Street East 

Superior, WI 54880 
Office: 715-392-4751 

unitedpresbyterianchurch@gmail.com  
www.facebook.com/UnitedPresbyterianChurch 

 

                January 13, 2019                            10:00 a.m. 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit 
 

PRELUDE                                                   Alex Sandor 
WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 
 

*INTROIT 
  Shall we gather we at the river, where bright angel feet  
     have trod, 
  With its crystal tide forever flowing by the throne of  
     God? 
  Shall we gather at the river, the beautiful, beautiful  
     river; 
  Gather with the saints at the river that flows by the  
    throne of God.                                                                    (#375)              
            
*CALL TO WORSHIP  
One:  Before the world had shape and form, God’s spirit  
           moved over the face of the waters. 

All:  Out of the waters of the deep, God formed the  
         firmament and brought forth the earth to sustain all  
         life. 

One:  In the time of Noah, God washed the earth with the  
           waters of the flood. 

All:  The ark of salvation floated on the waters. 

One:  In the time of Moses, Israel passed through the red Sea  
           waters from slavery to freedom. 

All:  A generation later they crossed the flowing Jordan to  
         enter the promised land. 

 

One:  In the fullness of time, God sent Jesus Christ who was  
           nurtured in the water of Mary’s womb. 

All:  Jesus was baptized by John in the water of the Jordan  
         River. 

One:  Jesus became living water to a woman at the Samaritan  
          well. 

All:  On the night he was betrayed, Jesus took water and  
         washed the feet of his disciples. 

One:  Raised from death, Jesus gathered his disciples  
           together and sent them forth to baptize others by  
           water and the Holy Spirit.          

 (Adapted from a traditional liturgy for the Easter vigil) 

 
*HYMN               Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing          #475   
 

TIME WITH CHILDREN                                      Christy Willmore 
 Prayer cards may be sent to the front with 

 youth and children who come forward.         
                                                                   
SCRIPTURE READING           Isaiah 43:1-7          Jane Wester                                                                      
 

REAFFIRMATION OF THE BAPTISMAL COVENANT 
One:  Sisters and brothers in Christ, through the sacrament of  
           baptism God's Spirit has been poured out upon water:   
           water poured over and immersing us, water from the  
           streams of God's saving power and justice, water that  
           brings hope to all who thirst for righteousness, water  
           that refreshes life, nurtures growth, and offers new  
           birth. 

All:    Today we come to the waters, to renew our  
           commitments to Christ who has raised us, the Spirit  
           who has birthed us, and the Creator who is making  
           all things new. 

One:  And so I ask you, do you turn away from the powers of  
           sin and death? 

All:   We renounce the evil powers of this world and  
          repent of our sin. 

One:  Will you let the Spirit use you to further God’s work? 
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All:    We accept the freedom and power God gives us to  
           resist evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever  
           forms they present themselves. 

One:  Will you live as disciples of Jesus Christ and members of  
           his body on earth? 

All:    We confess Jesus Christ as our Savior, put our trust  
           in his grace, and promise to serve him as our Lord. 

One:  Let this water remind us of God’s mercy, righteousness  
           and justice.   Let this water renew in us the resurrection  
           power of Jesus. Let this water fill us with hope for God’s  
           coming reign. 

All:    In baptism, we are all God’s Beloved.  Thanks be to  
           God. 

 
SPRINKLING WITH BAPTISMAL WATER 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS    Jane Wester 

From the Epistles                                   Romans 5:1-2a; 6:3-4 
From the Gospels                                                    Luke 3:10-22 

 
ANTHEM                                                                         Chancel Choir 
 
SERMON              In Waters of Grace            The Rev. Sara Lund                           
 
*HYMN                            Baptized in Water                            #482                                                     
 
OFFERING  
     MOMENT FOR MISSION                                          
     OFFERTORY 
    *DOXOLOGY 
      Praise God from whom all blessings flow, 
      Praise God all creatures here below, 
      Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
      Creator, Christ and Holy Ghost.  Amen. 
                                     
    
 
 

 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
      One:  Let us pray together: 
      All:    These gifts are given by a community baptized by  
                 God’s Holy Spirit.  May they be used to do what  
                 Jesus taught us to do:  to proclaim in word and  
                 deed the good news of God’s love for all persons  
                 and to resist the powers of evil and injustice  
                 wherever they are evident in the world.  Amen. 
 

TIME FOR PRAYER 
        PRAYERS TO BE SHARED 
        SILENT PRAYER 
        PASTORAL PRAYER 
         
LORD’S PRAYER 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy  
         name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done,  
         on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our  
         daily bread, and forgive us our debts as we  
         forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into  
         temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
         is the kingdom, and the power and the glory,  
         forever.  Amen. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS ABOUT OUR LIFE TOGETHER 
 

*CLOSING HYMN   Go, My Children, With My Blessing   #547       
 
*BENEDICTION  
*POSTLUDE                                                                      Alex Sandor 
 
Children are welcome to use the nursery or the area in back of 

the sanctuary during worship.  Your assistance in cleaning up 

and putting away toys and activities is greatly appreciated.   

 
Many thanks to the Rev. Sara Lund, ordained United Church of 

Christ minister and retired chaplain, for preaching and leading 

worship today.  Sara served as chaplain at St. Mary’s here in 

Superior and now provides pulpit supply to area churches. 

 



 

SCRIPTURE READING                                                Isaiah 43:1-7                                                  
But now thus says the LORD, 
   he who created you, O Jacob, 
   he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
   I have called you by name, you are mine.  
When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; 
   and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
   and the flame shall not consume you.  
For I am the LORD your God, 
   the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. 
I give Egypt as your ransom, 
   Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  
Because you are precious in my sight, 
   and honored, and I love you, 
I give people in return for you, 
   nations in exchange for your life.  
Do not fear, for I am with you; 
   I will bring your offspring from the east, 
   and from the west I will gather you;  
I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, 
   and to the south, ‘Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from far away 
   and my daughters from the end of the earth—  
everyone who is called by my name, 
   whom I created for my glory, 
   whom I formed and made.’  
 

FROM THE  EPISTLES         Romans 5:1-2a; 6:3-4 
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have 
obtained access to this grace in which we stand. 
 

Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into 
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore we have 
been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as 
Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so 
we too might walk in newness of life. 
 

 
GOSPEL READING                                                      Luke 3:10-22                                       
And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’ In 
reply he said to them, ‘Whoever has two coats must share 
with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do 
likewise.’ Even tax-collectors came to be baptized, and they 
asked him, ‘Teacher, what should we do?’ He said to them, 
‘Collect no more than the amount prescribed for 
you.’ Soldiers also asked him, ‘And we, what should we do?’ 
He said to them, ‘Do not extort money from anyone by threats 
or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.’ 
 

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were 
questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 
might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, ‘I 
baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I 
is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. 
He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His 
winnowing-fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing-floor and 
to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.’ 
 

So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good 
news to the people. But Herod the ruler, who had been 
rebuked by him because of Herodias, his brother’s wife, and 
because of all the evil things that Herod had done, added to 
them all by shutting up John in prison. 
 
Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was 
opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily 
form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my 
Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 



 
United Presbyterian Church Weekly Calendar 

 
SUNDAY 1/13  
9:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 
9:00 a.m. Sunday School 

10:00 a.m.  Worship 
6:00 Scout Meeting     Happy Birthday – Jack Finstad 
6:00 p.m. UPC Volleyball     
     
MONDAY 1/14 
5:15 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal    
                                                         Happy Birthday – Joan Johnson 
 

TUESDAY 1/15 
4:00 p.m. Mission Committee Meeting 
4:30 – 9:00 p.m. Youth Soccer League        
                                                     Happy Birthday – Ailey Rude 
WEDNESDAY 1/16 
9:30 a.m. Kitchen Cleaning 
1:00 p.m. Caregiver Workshop – Senior Connections 
 

THURSDAY 1/17 
 1:00 p.m. Annual Reports due in office. 
 
               
FRIDAY 1/18  
                                                  Happy Birthday – Jean Johnson 
 
SATURDAY 1/19 
                                           Happy Birthday – Holden Willmore 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
MEETING THIS WEEK 
Mission Committee  Tuesday, January 15 at 4:00 p.m. 
Kitchen Cleaning         Wednesday, January 16 at 9:30 a.m. 
 
MEETING THIS MONTH 
The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on  
Sunday, January 27, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. Business will 
include the election of officers and a new nominating 
committee for the congregation. The Annual Meeting is also a 
time to review the events of the past year and for any members 
of the church to bring forward for discussion any concerns 
they have. 
 
ANNUAL REPORTS DUE 
Reports to be included in the Annual Report that will be 
available at the Annual Congregational meeting are due in the 
church office on Thursday, January 17 by 1:00 p.m.  Reports 
should be typed.  Reports may be dropped off in the office or 
emailed as an attachment. 
 
CAREGIVERS WORKSHOP 
On Wednesday, January 16, 2019, beginning at 1:00 p.m. 
there will be a Caregivers Workshop here at UPC hosted by 
the Senior Connections of Superior.  This workshop is free 
and open to the public.   
 
EVENTS COMING UP IN JANUARY 
Community Dinner  Sunday, January 20 at 4:00 p.m. 
Scout Pancake Breakfast Saturday, January 26 at 8:00 a.m. 
Birthday Potluck   Sunday, January 27 at 12:00 p.m. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT  
UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 
 Join us for a cup of coffee in the Fellowship Hall 

following worship. 
 Pick up a copy of The UPBeat, our monthly newsletter, 

from the table in the narthex. 
 Call the church office at 715-392-4751. 

 Follow us on Facebook. 
 

HELPFUL TO KNOW 
 We have large print bulletins. 
 We have hearing assistance devices. 
 There are children’s activity sheets available in the 

narthex. 
 

PRAYER REQUEST 
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the 
Prayer Time during each worship service.  Prayer Request 
cards are located in the pew slots in each row and on the 
table by the main entrance.  Cards will asked for and collected 

during worship service or may be placed in the offering plate.   
 

The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling 
Jan Letsos at 715-394-6009 

or 
Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532. 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

     GUEST PASTOR               Reverend Sara Lund 
     DEACONS OF THE MONTH        Susan Litehiser & Ed Anderson 
                                                                 
                                                               


