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   *Please rise in body or in spirit 
 
 

PRELUDE                                          
WELCOME 
*INTROIT                  Silent Night                             Handbell Choir 
                                                                     Jane Wester, Director 
                              
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE                         The Lanigan Family 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 

One:  Darkness has descended and night is upon us. 
All:     Hush!  The world is asleep. 
One:  Only those who must keep watch are awake: 
All:     Shepherds caring for the sheep. 
One:  Expectant parents awaiting a child. 
All:     God watching over the world. 
One:  Angel choirs getting ready to sing.  

 

 
*CAROL                                                       O Come all Ye Faithful        

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem!  
Come, and behold him, born the King of angels! 
Refrain: 

O come, let us adore him;  
O come, let us adore him;  
O come, let us adore him, Christ, the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heav'n above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! 
(Refrain) 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing!  
(Refrain)                                                                  (#133) 

 

REFLECTION         In Search of our Kneeling Places          
 
A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

One:  In peace let us pray. 
All:    Blessed be You, Lord God, for bringing us to this holy  
          night.  Be with us as we tell again the story of Jesus’  
          birth, as we sing familiar carols and light candles in  
          the darkness.  Let the peace and holiness of this night  
          reside within us and stay among us.  Amen. 

 
CAROL                                               O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

O come, O come, Emmanuel,  
And ransom captive Israel, 
That morns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. 
Rejoice! Rejoice!  
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
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Shepherds why this jubilee, why your joyous strains 
prolong, 
What the gladsome tidings be which inspire the angels’ 
song?  
Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 

 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king,” 
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinners 
reconciled. 
Joyful all ye nations rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in 
Bethlehem!” 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

Hail the heaven born Prince of Peace!  Hail the sun of 
righteousness. 
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his 
wings. 
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second 
birth, 
Hark the herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!”  
 

Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 
Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 
                                                                            (#113, and #119) 

 

REFLECTION             O Lord, you were Born 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                       At the Manger 
 
REFLECTION               Sitting on the Hillsides 

 
CHOIR ANTHEM    When I Kneel at the Manger      Chancel Choir 
                                 Mary Kay Beall                Jane Wester, Directing 
OFFERTORY 
 
 

 
REFLECTION        Getting to the Front of the Stable 
 

SCRIPTURE READING          Jesus’ Birth 
 

MEDLEY OF CAROLS 
Away in a manger; no crib for his bed,  
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky look down where he lay; 
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.               

 
O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go 
by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light, 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee 
tonight.   
 
For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of 
wondering love, 
O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth, 
And praises sing to God the king, and peace to all on earth. 
 
The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes. 
I love thee, Lord Jesus, look down from the sky, 
And stay by my side until morning is nigh. 
                                                                              (#115 and #121) 

 

REFLECTION           Unexpected 
 

SCRIPTURE                    Shepherds and Angels 
 

MEDLEY OF CAROLS 
       Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the  
         plains, 
       And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains. 
       Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 
       Glo------ria in excelsis Deo. 

 



    
        O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by thine advent here. 
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 
 

O come, Desire of nations, bind 
All peoples in one heart and mind; 
Bid envy, strife and discord cease; 
Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!   
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.                         (#88) 
 

REFLECTION               It Began with the Prophets 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS       Selected verses from Isaiah and Micah 
 

CAROL                                                Lo, How a Rose E’re Blooming 
Lo, how a rose e’re blooming from tender stem has 
sprung, 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, by faithful prophets sung. 
It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter, 
When half spent was the night. 
 
Isaiah hath foretold it, the rose I have in mind. 
With Mary, we behold it, the virgin mother kind. 
To show God’s love aright, she bore to us a Savior,  
When half spent was the night.                                    (#129) 

 

SCRIPTURE READING        The Annunciation to Mary 
 

REFLECTION                       Mary, Nazareth Girl 
 

SOLO                         Magnificat                              Jane Wester 
                                   Tom Fettke 
 

SCRIPTURE READING          The Annunciation to Joseph 
 
 

 
REFLECTION            The Decree 
 

PRAYER 
 

SCRIPTURE READING                    Light and Life 
 

REFLECTION            Star-Giving 
 

CANDLE LIGHTING 
Please dip your unlit candle into the flame of a lighted candle. 
 

CAROL                                                       Silent Night, Holy Night! 
 Silent night, holy night, All is calm, 
 All is bright, Round yon virgin mother and Child.  

 

            Holy Infant so tender and mild, 
 Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
  

 Silent night, holy night, Shepherds quake at the sight, 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 
 Heavenly hosts sing alleluia; 
 Christ the Savior is born! Christ the Savior is born! 
 

 Silent night, holy night, Son of God, 
 Love’s pure light. Radiant beams from Thy holy face, 
 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
 Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
                                                                                         (#122) 

 
REFLECTION      Into This Silent Night 
 

BENEDICTION                    
 

POSTLUDE 
 

This evening’s worship is a re-telling of the Christmas story from 
Scripture and in song, with reflections from Kneeling in 
Bethlehem by Ann Weems, edited and augmented by Pastor 
Charlotte Frantz. 
 
 


