WAYS TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Call the church office at 715-392-4751.

Follow us on Facebook.
HELPFUL TO KNOW

If you’d like to join us for Sunday worship service live, please go to our
facebook page or Youtube and connect with the following link:

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIPZsQ5nMwmFfhUGn8zJ3sQ/videos

Please feel free to place any questions you may have by replying in the
comments section (Youtube), or contact the church office by phone or
email and request to be added to our email list.

PRAYER REQUEST
The Pastor is always glad to share prayer requests during the Prayer Time
during each worship service. You can share a prayer request online in the
comments section (Youtube) and by contacting the church by email
or phone.
The Prayer Chain may be activated by calling
Jan Heckman at 715-392-1072
or
Dean Hecht at 715-398-6532.
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Please light a candle to remind yourself of the presence of God.
PRELUDE Alex Sandor
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

INTROIT Morning Has Broken #664

CALL TO WORSHIP (Adapted from Psalm 53)
One: God looks down from heaven on humankind.
All: Are there any who are wise, who seek after God?
One: There are some who do not call out to God in distress.
All: We pray for deliverance, from you our God.
One: We will rejoice and be glad.
All: Because God restores our souls.

HYMN Blessed Assurance, Jesus Is Mine! #839

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

One: Let us pray.

All: God whose long term plan is redemption, we come before you and
are sad and depressed with the world’s current situation. We confess that
we are tired both physically and mentally of despair. Forgive us for our
fatigue. Forgive the moments where we can’t believe it will get better. As
we worship outside remind us of your bent towards hope and wholeness.
Inspire us God to reflect on how you’ve brought good and redemption in
the past after long periods of pain. Help us to cry out for redemption
today and this week. Heal us, transform us, and make yourself known
through us. In the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON

One: Family, we rebel against God, we sin both purposefully and by
accident. Even though, God is a God of mercy and forgiveness. God lavishes
grace upon us in our rebellion. Witness and believe the good news of the
Gospel: because of Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection...

All: We are all forgiven. Amen.

PASSING THE PEACE

You are invited to bless those in the comments section with the
words,

“The peace of Christ be with you.” Please also say “Hello” to one
another.

TIME WITH CHILDREN Laura Foote

SCRIPTURE READINGS Marian Lanigan
New Testament Reading Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

SERMON “Neck Hugs: Playing The Long Game”

Rev. Brett M. Foote

Old Testament Reading Genesis 45:1-15
HYMN For the Beauty of the Earth #14
OFFERING
Moment for Mission
Offertory Alex Sandor
Special Music Andrew Lisak
RESPONSE

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below,
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;

Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen

PRAYER OVER OFFERING

One: Let us bless these gifts.

All: God whose trajectory for all is redemption, we offer all our gifts to
you, our lives, our passions and so much more. Bless these tithes and
offerings. Bless our mission and vision as the church, as we reach out with
our neighbors for the betterment of our community. May we be good
stewards of these gifts and may we be generous neighbors. Help us to
connect with and care for our community so that Superior, Duluth, and
the surrounding areas may know that they are loved by us and by God. In
the name of the Holy Trinity, Amen.



TIME FOR PRAYER
Prayers to be Shared Please email the church with your prayer
requests or share them in the comments section. (Youtube)
Silent Prayer
Pastoral Prayer

LORD’S PRAYER

All: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy
kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day, our daily bread. Forgive us our debts as we forgive our
debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

CLOSING HYMN Lord, You Have Come to the Lakeshore #721
BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE

NEW TESTAMENT READING Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32

| ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! | myself am
an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of
Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. Do
you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with
God against Israel? For the gifts and the calling of God are irrevoca-
ble. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received
mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been
disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may
now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so
that he may be merciful to all.

OLD TESTAMENT READING Genesis 45:1-15

Then Joseph could no longer control himself before all those who
stood by him, and he cried out, ‘Send everyone away from me.” So
no one stayed with him when Joseph made himself known to his
brothers. And he wept so loudly that the Egyptians heard it, and
the household of Pharaoh heard it. Joseph said to his brothers, ‘|
am Joseph. Is my father still alive?’ But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence.

Then Joseph said to his brothers, ‘Come closer to me.” And they
came closer. He said, ‘l am your brother Joseph, whom you sold
into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves,
because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve
life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and there
are five more years in which there will be neither ploughing nor
harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a remnant on
earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you
who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh,
and lord of all his house and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry
and go up to my father and say to him, “Thus says your son Joseph,
God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not
delay. You shall settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near
me, you and your children and your children’s children, as well as
your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. | will provide for you
there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that
you and your household, and all that you have, will not come to
poverty.” And now your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin
see that it is my own mouth that speaks to you. You must tell my
father how greatly | am honoured in Egypt, and all that you have
seen. Hurry and bring my father down here.’ Then he fell upon his
brother Benjamin’s neck and wept, while Benjamin wept upon his
neck. And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after
that his brothers talked with him.
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